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Private Observance of the Ordi- 
• nances. 

It is with much sati s taction 
that we note that there is a 
health; advocacy of a return to 
the primitive custom of the 
church and the example of Jesus 
Christ in observing the ordi- 
nance of washing feet and of 
holding the communion, among 
loot- washing churches. 

The last number of The Church 
Advocate, the organ of the church 
of God people, contains an able 
essay read before a ministerial 
association ot that church, held 
at Hew Brighton, Pa., recently. 
The paper ie an able one and 
W, R. Covert waa the author. 
He brings his argument under 
five divisions ; namely, the ex- 
' ample of Jesus, the teachings of 
the apostles and the church ot 
God in the apostolic age, types 
of the Mosaic Dispensation, the 
history of the ordinances, the 
very nature and relation of the 
ordinance. 

Every one who studies the 
subject is impressed with the 
preponderance of evidence sup- 
porting private observance of 
these ordinance. Verily there is 
bo soripture, no Apostolic prece- 
dence, or evidence of anycharac 
tar that has come under our 
observation or research that 
supports the public observance 
■ of the ordinances of the church 
. of God, that partake of the nature 
of domestic concerns. 

The public observance ot the 
holy communion is unwarranted 
by the spirit of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the example of 
the apostolic and primitive 
church. Moreover it is contrary 
to the example of the Savior, 
The allegations often made that 
his supper was private because 
he was in dangerof being arrest- 
ed before he kept his supper is 
eh aft in the argument. 

The universal practice of the 
church thereafter accords with 
the example of Jesus — there is 
perfect harmony between them 
and the nature of the ordinances. 

The Church of Jesus Christ is 
esteemed as the Family of God 
and the household of faith, and 
the holy communion and foot- 
washing belong to that house* 
hold and should partake of the 
nature of family customs. Bap- 
tism is a public, or may be a 
public ceremony, because i tie the 
receiving of the sinner from his 
association in the world and 
ranks of sin, the initiatory pro- 


of adoption into God's 
family. But the two observ- 
ances under consideration are 
designed aa occasions of instruc- 
tion. This instruction is de- 
signed to encourage the member 
ot that household of faith in his 
labors of love and to bind him 
more firmly to the other mem- 
bers ot that family. Any one 
who has the breathings ot Jesus 
upon him and the Holy Spirit 
in their hearts, have drawings of 
the spirit for such holy service 
and spiritual com man ion as can 
only be found in the private 
observance of weshing the saint's 
feet and holy communion. 

Something is being said now 
about a "full meaV' and about 
"spiritual meals." It be might 
well to say something about the 
sort of depravity that glories in 
a semi theatrical exhibition on 
communion occasions, with a 
long harrangue about the observ- 
ances that sounds likej a theater 
play of Shakespeare, as for in- 
stance, Mark Anthony's oration 
at the death of Great Ctesar. 
These public demonstrations, be- 
fore a gathering of the rabble, 
drunkards, and hoodlums of the 
country, with the sequel in the 
form of a report to the church 
organ about a "feast to the son)," 
and the overflowing crowd that 
gathered to witness what was 
done, de not comport with the 
designs of those holy institutions. 

A higher spirituality can never 
be attained unless a part of the 
service of the church is made 
private. The great scenes of 
the life of Christ were all pri- 
vate ; the Holy Ghost nearly al- 
ways came upon his disciples on 
private occasions, and the holy 
supper must remain a formality 
to a great degree, and unattend- 
ed by the power of the spirit, so 
long as it is made a public occa- 
sion. 


Not to Destroy But Sate. 

Christ declared of himself that 
he came into the world not to 
destroy men's lives but save 
them. A vast amount of im- 
proper conduct would be avoid- 
ed if men who claim to follow 
him would always incorporate 
that purpose into their actions 
in dealing with their fellowmen. 
How frequently the purpose is 
to destroy instead of to save. 
Look at the example of Christ 
again. He had all power and 
was able to command fire to 
come down trom heaven and con- 
sume bis enemies, yet he used no 
kind of violence. It was at a 
time when the question of using 
violence was put to him that he 
declared his mission was not to 
destroy, bat to save. John and 
James were not successful in 
persuading certain men to follow 
them, and their human nature 
was aronsed and they desired to 
know whether they should com- 
mand Are to come down from 
heaven and destroy them T 

It ie important to here notice 
that Christ has no fire for his 
servants to use. God has fire to 
punish the wicked, bat he will 
do the punishing. His Gospel 
has no fire for the use of the be- 
lievers therein. But men are 
continually seeking for fire 
when they cannot have their 
own way about things. There is 
indeed fire which they oan use, 
and it has many degrees of inten- 
sity, and many pretending Chris- 
tians use it. It has been used in 
the years past and wilt be used in 
the futuae where human nature 
asserts itself. Bnt that fire is 


from the devil. He furnishes it 
in abundance to hating profes- 
sors. 

Beware of the fire the devil 
furnishes yon. It barns in jeal- 
ousy, malice, hatred, envy, and 
proceeds np through the hearts 
of men. It injures those upon 
whom it. is directed, but it barns 
the good oat of the heart through 
which it comes, 

Beware of the devil's fire. 


KDITOBIAL NOTES. 


An all-day prayer meeting was held 
some time ago In London "to beseech 
our Heavenly Father to endue the 
whole church of Christ with power 
from on high, by the guidance, the 
grace and the might of the Holy Spirit 
to effectually war against the opium 
traffic, the liquor traffic, the legal sanc- 
tion ot immorality and all iniquity." 

The Discipline of the Methodist 
Episcopal church contains this on the 
temperance question : 

"We are unalterably opposed to the 
enactment of laws that propose, by 11- 
oenae, taxing or otherwise to regulate 
the drink traffic because they provide 
for its continuance, and provide no pro- 
tection against its ravages. We pro- 
claim as our motto, voluntary total 
al » t i ne 1 1 ce f ro m al 1 i u tox icants as the 
true ground of personal temperance, 
and complete legal prohibition of the 
traffic in Intoxicating drinks as the du- 
ty of civ II government." 

The fact that Methodist ism in this 
country Is not a skulking coward when 
great moral Issues and issues of gov- 
ernment confront it, has given it the 
remarkable prestige that it now sways. 
It is sound on the temperance question. 

At eleven o'clock a.m., June 16th, 
Emperor Frederick of Germany, whose 
ancestry, achievements, and dominion 
encircled him with the most coveted 
glories of this world, after a reign of 
three months, six days, two hours and 
a half, was slais. Cigar and his armor- 
bearer. Cancer, did it-.— Davit- 

Sister Araoi's article about the 
church name bU been in the office 
some time. Jt was noticed that it was 
a reply to others, and should have been 
promptly published. We publish it 
yet, not because It is In reply to others, 
but that she may express her senti- 
ments, 


Christ was anointed High Priest im- 
mediately after his baptism while he 
was yet in the water. After his temp- 
tation in the wilderness he organized 
his church in the earth by calling to- 
gether his apostles. He taught them 
al) things that they were to teach. 
Hence, in his great commission given 
after his resurrection, when he was 
about to uscsnd above, only opened the 
doors of tbs church to the Gentile 
world. He came to the lost sheep of 
the bouse of Israel, and Among them 
he organized his church, officered it 
and had it under headway when be 
left It. After the commission then 
their labors were no longer to be con- 
fined to the boundaries of Israel, but 
tbey were to make disciples of all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe 
all things commanded tbem. The 
special work of the church of Jesus 
Christ waa then done, and its great and 
general work commenced. 

Ho l v Is the Holy Ghost in your 

Ghost religion f If it Is not, 
Rkligion. then your religion Is not 
of God. His religion is accompanied 
by the Holy Ghost, and you will know 
when you have It. There can be no 
mistake about that. If yon are not 
positive about it, then your religion 
may be spurious. You are not God's 
unless you have his spirit. 
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Progreaslveiam. 

We are moving along very 
nicely in oar work, both here at 
the Bethel church and also at 
the Mt. Zion church in Hooking 
.County. 

Car regular meetings are very 
largely attended. Congregations 
at both places have been increas- 
ing. At Bethel sometimes esti- 
mated at about four hundred. 
Even when it is raining as near 
"pitchforks Ac," as any man 
ever saw we have good congre- 
gations. 

Onrlaat business meeting was 
well attended and everything 
passed oft pleasantly. Oar corf- 
munion Is in the past. It was m 


good meeting. A feast far hun- 
gry souls. Wall attended both 
by members and friends. It was 
a meeting not soon to be forgot- 
ten. Next Sunday eve we shall 
try to preach a special sermon to 
the yonng men at this place. 

At Zion we are getting along 
nicely, Meetings are well at- 
tendajL Over oar last meeting 
we were made glad. On Satur- 
day evening one more stepped 
into the ranks of Christ's army. 
Others are near. May God help 
them to come. At this place 
our beloved Bro. Hendricks 
preaches every four weeks, which 
with my appointments gives 
them meeting regularly every 
two weeks. May oar combined 
eftbrte against sin avail muoh. 

The Brethren have Sunday 
school at both of the above places. 
Bro. Augustine Palmer is Supt. 
at Mt. Zion. He has a good 
school under his efficient man- 
agement. Bro. Charlie Deften- 
bangh is Supt. at Bethel. The 
school was late in organizing, 
but under (he management ot 
Bro. Charlie, considering hit 
great popularity among the 
young as well as old, we look 
forward with bright anticipations 
for a successful S. S. 

Besides work at the above 
places we go once a month to 
Ankenytown and North Liberty. 
The brethren at these places are 
fall of zeal for the Master, not- 
withstanding some nnpleasant 
trouble, Hope all will move 
along smoothly soon. Remem- 
ber, brethren, that after the 
clouds ot the wildest storms have 
passed over, the bright sunlight 
appears, and that so muoh bright- 
er than before. After the storms 
and euroclydona upon the sea of 
life are o'er, the transcendental 
luster of the eternal kingdom of 
light will break npon our vision. 
What a thought ! to dwell in 
eternal light. 

Brethren pray for ns that we 
do the great work before as. 

The College is now oars. So 
let it be the business of every 
brother and sister to work for it. 
The faculty and the courses of 
study are aa good as the best. 
Why is it that onr members do 
not send their children here in- 
stead of other schools which are 
no better? It you believe in the 
teachings of oar church, and 
work and pray for her perpetua- 
tion ; then patronize her school. 

True Benevolence. I see the 
waters of a little rill, aa it flows 
down the hilUide, so bright and 
sparkling, dancing over its peb- 
bly bottom to the sweet music of 
its ripples ; and I wonder how it 
can be so free and happy. I go 
ta its source and find it in the 
bubbling spring. So with true 
charity. It's not heralded forth 
by some great blast ot a trumpet 
or some grand display or pagean- 
try. And yet we see its mighty 
results every day. We go to its 
source, and find, it too, has a 
fountain head, and that the pure 
heart of a generous giver. It 
flows from a pnre motive and 
looks beyond this world for re- 
ward. Like their Lord, the tru- 
ly benevolent man and woman 
go about doing good for good- 
ness' sake. God bless such sis- 
ters as Laura Blotter and E, J. 
Martin, spoken of in B. E., of 
Jnly 11th, in the College depart- 
ment. 

"Charity Ian the rough paths of nature 
smooth and even, 
And opens in each breast a little 
- heaven." 

Be one. Yes, Bro. MoFaden, 

tf we are a progressives, left be 


It's progressive to fight sin all 
summer, if it is hot It's pro- 
gressive to overcome all obsta- 
cles to successful revival in cur 
own heart first. See if there are 
any others. It's progressive to 
do all the good we oan; live as 
good a life as we know how. All 
be " B rethren" white soj ourn i ng 
here, and die in the triumph of a 
living faith. Isn't it? 

J. Allah Mru-ia, 

Glenfbrd, Ohio. 


Myrtle Point, Oregon. 

The Brethren are still at work 
for the Master, At oar last 
meeting, one came out on the 
Lord's side, For the benefit of 
some I will state how we are 
getting along. Two years ago 
less one month I came here and 
organized a Brethren church 
with 8 members. Bro. J. W. 
Beer came in November follow- 
ing, and took six more. Since 
that time three have moved oft, 
two went back to the German 
Baptist's and there has not been 
one moved in onr midst, and we 
number 17, with the promise of 
more soon. From this you can 
see that we are alive. There are 
three members in an adjoining 
county and three in Josephine 
county. Total number in Ore- 
gon twenty-three, and one min- 
ister. Pray for ns in Oregon. 

I spoke of there being Old 
Order Elders here. They have 
organized a church with John 
Barkland as foreman. Thenames 
of their Elders are Samuel Mur- 
ray, from Ohio ; the other's name 
is Crnmbeoker, from Iowa. By 
request of Murray I will speak 
of their work. When they came 
here they went to see the Elder 
of the G. B. and had a talk with 
him. This is what Murray says : 
He told them that he believed 
they were the anchor to the old 
ship. This is the Qld Order 
idea. Murray says in their talk 
the opening of the meeting house 
came up, and the Elder said that 
they could not open their house 
for them, so they went to a hall 
in town and preached and the 
G. B'e all went to hear them. 
Then they moved their meeting 
to the Brethren's boose and they 
went there to hear them. A 
little comment here. The G. B. 
Elder says that he believes that 
the Old Order is the true church. 
This makes him say that he does 
not belong to the church of 
Christ ; hence the church he be- 
longs to is the works of man. 
If it is the works of man, it shall 
come to naught, and so it is aa 
fast as it can in this locality. 
One more statement These Old 
Order Brethren spoke well of 
the Brethren, bnt laid the lash 
hard on the German Baptists. 
One mistake, Bro. Murray, you 
may please correct It is that 
you stated when yon Brethren 
left, that the Brethren and Ger- 
man Baptists locked the doors 
on you Brethren. When and 
where did the Brethren do that 1 
Wat. H. Pullm, 


Suppose my watch was not do- 
ing well. Would it do any good 
were I to go to the town clock, 
and take ont my key and make 
the hands of my Watch to point 
to the same as those of the clock ? 
Ton know this would do no 
good, for the hands wo aid soon 
be as far wrong as ever. I must 
send my watch to the watch- 
maker, that ha may put its heart 
right too. So is it with yon ; 
you most first get your heart put 
right, then your hands will go 
right and yourlset, and all wilt 
go righC-F. " 


